
BSA OZARK TRAILS COUNCIL
TRAIL OF HONOR

CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES

ARTICLE 1—PURPOSE OF TRAIL OF HONOR

The purpose of the Trail of Honor is to permanently honor and 
recognize Scouts, Scout Leaders, and other organizations whose 
exemplary service and assistance had a significant positive impact on 
the life or lives of others.

ARTICLE 2---PATHS ON THE TRAIL OF HONOR

The Council Executive Board will annually select individuals and 
organizations to the Council Trail of Honor as recipients of one of the 
following Paths on the Trail of Honor:  Lifetime Service; 
Leadership; and Friendship.

ARTICLE 3—CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION OF PATH OF 
   LIFETIME SERVICE NOMINEES

The guidelines for Path of Lifetime Service are as follows:

Section 1.  The purpose of this award is to recognize the exemplary 
and extraordinary lifetime service of scout volunteers.  The nominee 
must have served as an active BSA member for at least 30 years 
(combined years of youth and adult service), but current registration 
with BSA is not required.  

Section 2.  Posthumous awards are encouraged.  Presentation of the 
certificate may be made to any family member or other designated 
representative.  

Section 3.  Any Scout Leader whose service and leadership of at 
least 30 years had a significant positive impact on the life or lives of 
scouts within the Ozark Trails Council geographic area may be 
nominated.  



Section 4.  Factors that may be considered in nomination and 
selection include:  providing extraordinary service to scouting; 
significantly impacting and inspiring the life or lives of others; 
actively serving as a Scout or Scout leader; demonstrating 
exceptional regard to the Scout Laws, Motto and Oath; and achieving 
other distinguishing accomplishments and recognitions in life.

ARTICLE 4—CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION OF PATH OF 
   LEADERSHIP NOMINEES

The guidelines for Path of Leadership are as follows:

Section 1.  The purpose of this award is to recognize the exemplary 
and extraordinary leadership and service of past and present Scouts 
and Scout Leaders to the country, community and others.  Service as 
an adult BSA volunteer is not required.  The nominee must have 
served as an active Scout or Scout Leader, but current registration 
with BSA is not required.  

Section 2.  Posthumous awards are encouraged. Presentation of the 
certificate may be made to any family member or other designated 
representative.  

Section 3.  Any Scout or Scout Leader whose service and leadership 
had a significant positive impact on the life or lives of others within the 
Ozark Trails Council geographic area may be nominated.  

Section 4.  Factors that may be considered in nomination and 
selection include:  providing exemplary service to the country, 
community and others; significantly impacting and inspiring the life or 
lives of others; demonstrating exceptional regard to the Scout Laws, 
Motto and Oath; and achieving other distinguishing accomplishments 
and recognitions in life.

ARTICLE 5—CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION OF PATH OF
   FRIENDSHIP

The guidelines for Path of Friendship are as follows:



Section 1.  The purpose of this award is to recognize the exemplary 
and extraordinary service to scouting by chartered partners and other 
friends of the scouting program.  Registration with BSA is not 
required.  

Section 2.  Posthumous awards (as well as recognition for worthy 
organizations in Ozark Trails’ historical past) are encouraged. 
Presentation of the certificate may be made to any family member or 
other designated representative.  

Section 3.  Any Chartered Partner or other friend of the scouting 
program whose assistance had a significant positive impact on the 
life or lives of scouts and the scouting program within the Ozark Trails 
Council geographic area may be nominated.  

Section 4.  Factors that may be considered in nomination and 
selection include:  providing extraordinary service and other 
contributions to scouting; actively assisting and mentoring scouts and 
the scouting program for an extended period of time; providing 
exemplary service to others; demonstrating exceptional regard to the 
Scout Laws, Motto and Oath; and achieving other distinguishing 
accomplishments and recognitions.

ARTICLE 6—LIMITATION AND DISQUALIFICATION

Nominees are only eligible to receive one award.  Nominees that 
have been found or pled guilty to any felony are not eligible and are 
disqualified.   

ARTICLE 7—SELECTION PROCEDURES

The following procedures shall govern selection and induction of 
nomination:

Section 1.  The Council President shall annually appoint a Trail of 
Honor Committee and Chairperson.

Section 2.  The Trail of Honor Committee shall develop a 
standardized nomination form for approval by 2/3rds vote of the 
participating Council Executive Board.



Section 3.  During the first (100th Anniversary) year of the Hall of 
Fame, nominations must be made on the standardized form and 
submitted to the Council Office no later than May 15, 2010.

Section 4.  For all subsequent years, nominations must be made on 
the standardized form and submitted to the Council Office no later 
than February 1 of each year.  Nominees not selected will have their 
applications retained and reconsidered for one additional year, but 
the application must be resubmitted after the 2nd year.

Section 5.  After nominations are closed, the Committee shall place 
on a ballot the names of all persons by category of nomination. A 
description of qualifications shall be included with the ballot.  

Section 6.  During the first (100th Anniversary) year, the Committee 
shall select for consideration by the Council Executive Board to the 
Trail of Honor a maximum of 10 Trail of Honor candidates from either 
Path of Lifetime Service, Path of Leadership, and/or Path of 
Friendship, but no more than 4 candidates from any one Path may be 
selected for the Trail of Honor during the 100th Anniversary year.

Section 7.  During subsequent years, the Committee shall select for 
consideration by the Council Executive Board to the Trail of Honor a 
maximum of 4 Trail of Honor candidates from either Path of Lifetime 
Service, Path of Leadership, and/or Path of Friendship, but no more 
than 2 candidates from any one Path may be selected each year for 
the Trail of Honor.   

Section 8.  After receiving the slates of nominees, the Council 
Executive Board shall at its next meeting vote and select from the 
slates the annual inductees.  To be selected each candidate must 
receive at least 2/3rds vote of the participating Board members.  Any 
Board member that is also a nominee in a particular category may not 
participate in voting on any candidate in that slate (Path of Lifetime 
Service, Path of Leadership, and Path of Friendship).

Section 9.  Upon selection, the inductees and their nominators shall 
be notified.  



ARTICLE 8—ANNUAL CEREMONY AND PRESENTATION 
  FOR RECOGNITION IN THE COUNCIL MUSEUM

An annual Trail of Honors ceremony shall be held at a time, place and 
date set by the Council Executive Board.  The inductee’s name and 
description of service shall be presented for recognition in the Council 
Museum.

ARTICLE 9---APPROVAL AND AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES
    BY BOARD

These Articles must be approved and can only be amended by 2/3rds 
vote of the participating Council Executive Board.


